SECTION 106 PROCEDURE —~ COUNTY AND DISTRICT REVIEW -
IMPROVING THE PROCESS

During recent months on going discussion has taken place between officers at
Horsham District Council and West Sussex County Council to improve the process of
managing and monitoring the receipt and expenditure of contributions secured by the
District through s106 agreements (otherwise known as planning obligations), for a
range of county functions and services. The agreements are legally binding and are
used to secure funds or works and for essential elements of schemes such as the
provision of affordable housing, public transport services and new infrastructure such
as roads or a community centre. Although Horsham District Council is not
responsible for all services, it collects and remains accountable for the spending of
contributions. In assessing planning applications the District Council will consult with
the County and seek contributions towards County Services and functions, i.e.
towards highways and transport, education, libraries, the fire service and waste.

Full details of the background to planning obligations, the liaison with different service
providers in assessment of planning applications and the methodology and key
principles is set out in the Horsham District Council Supplementary Planning
Document on Planning Obligations. This may be viewed through the website at
www.horsham.gov.uk. If you require more advice on this matter please contact Peter
Home, Senior Planning Officer at Horsham District Council on 01403 215575.

The planning policy framework is therefore in place and a draft protocol has now
been agreed to help improve the way in which transfers from the District to the
County are made and to ensure that there are sufficient opportunities for local
communities and local members to have an input and secure transparency and
accountability for the spending of the $106 funds. As part of this process the

following steps have been taken:

- The District has transferred just under £1 million of education, libraries and the fire
service contributions to County.

- The District has transferred just under £1 million of transport and highway
contributions to the County for a range of schemes identified in the integrated
works programme as approved at the Chanctonbury and North Horsham County
Local Committee, having regard to the responses received from the District Council
and the relevant Parish and Neighbourhood Councils.

In addition the County Council has given a commitment to:

- Provide on going monitoring and annual reports to demonstrate that the allocation
or use of highways, transport, education, libraries and fire service contributions
towards projects or schemes within Horsham District.

- To work closely with the District, Parish and Neighbourhood Councils to identify
future highway and transport schemes for inclusion in the integrated works
programme.



The draft protocol will be updated in the light of experience and use and reviewed
annually but it provides the building blocks for closer liaison between the County
Council, the District Council and the Parish and Neighbourhood Councils, The
information supplied by the County regarding the expenditure or allocation of funds
towards projects will be reported to the Planning Obligations Panel at Horsham
District Council and through this process circulated to the Parishes and
Neighbourhoods of the District.

Parishes and Neighbourhoods can have direct input in ensuring that that the highway
and transport schemes in the district reflect local needs. The County Council
currently consults Parish and Neighbourhood Councils on priorities as part of the
Blue Book Schemes (Schemes to be progressed if developer funding is provided).
The feed back on the Blue Book schemes is important and the County Council would
be pleased to hear from any Parish or Neighbourhcod Council that would like to
highlight highways and transport priorities in their area. If you have any suggestions
please contact Duncan Barratt, Group Manager Development Planning - 01243
777559 or David Lambert, Senior Engineer 01243 777407,

-y )/‘_3;2‘“'

Tom Crowley Kieran Stigant
Chief Executive Director for Environment and Development

Horsham District Council West Sussex County Council
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